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=] Presidenis Report

The Sydney Audio Club is approaching its first Annual
General Meeting which will be held in at 2.45 pm just
before the firsbreak in the August meeting. The AGM
part of the meeting will be very shat check you

diary and make arrangements to be there.

It is hard to believe that we have been going for nearly
a year. In that time, among other things, we have
grown to over forty financial members, enjoyed some
incredible meetings at Dence Park together, attended
Balmain Sinfonia concerts, started three Special
Interest Groups in Rock/Pop, Classical and Vinyl,
enjoyed a great Christmas social function, started a
magazine and a website and most importantie

have met each other.

| have been privileged to be invited to many members
homes to appreciate what a@me truly outstanding

high fidelity systems. The passion and dedication to
our hobby is obvious. There is also a great depth
knowledge about so many different aspects of sound
reproduction that all members can tap into. | have
found that members are oo happy to share their
experiences. It pays to introduce yourself to the now
familiar face you have yet to speak to during the social
breaks in the meetings and find out where their passion
and skill lies. Invite them to your home to hear your
music. Thaway we can reap the main benefit of being
in an Audio Club.

Bring a new friend to our next meetjrgn Sunday
June 18 at 2pm.

See you there.
John McEvoy President
Sydney Audio Club Inc.
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] Vice-Presidents Report

| agree with Johin it is quite emarkable how far the
Club has ome since a few of us met in April 2007 to
discuss the establishment of a new Music and Audio
Society in Sydney.

Since then, the members have made the concept a
reality, supporting us enthusiastically and forging a
strong @mmunity around our core values and shared
enthusiasm for great music and fine sound.

Your Committee is responding to your feedback with a
number of new initiatives that will hopefully enhance
your membership experience.

You might already have seenthe@b 6 s new wg
atwww.sydneyaudioclub.org.auf not, why not check
it outi you might even find a picture of yourself there!

We have also planned a series of interesting meetings
for June, July and Augug008.

The June meeting is our Al
Members have been invited to bring along components
that you could buy today for less than $1,000. The
committee will be assembling a few compatible

systems, including vinyl and digital sourcesq ave

will have two guest presenters on the day.

The July meeting sees the return of a very popular
format-t he ABYO MusicoO meetin
encouraged to bring along some favourite tracks, and
we will draw numbers from a hat to select people to

tell us about the musicdrthen( . . . cont 6d ne
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play an item for the meeting. Bring a few selections as,
depending on numbers, we are likely to get through the
group more than once.

And August is our first AGM a milestone for the
Club that we would like you all to be panf.

Inside this issue of Feedback, you will find a special
announcement about a deal we have struck with Jaycar
that will be of benefit to all members, and also an
opportunity to audition a in your own home a new
component by one of the biggest namesigh end
audiotoday

B Annual General Meeting

E— T v

The inaugural AGM of the Sydney Audio Club will be
held in concert with the August 2008 meeting.

The AGM is an opportunity for us to reflect on the
achievements of the past year. Your President, Vice
President and Treasurer will all review the progress we
have made and the current status of the Club.

The AGM also sees the election of office bearansl
committee member®r the Club. Your current office
bearersand committeare all renominating foheir
positions

The formal notice of meeting is at the back of this
issue of Feedback, along with a nomination form for
anyone who would like to hold office or become a
Committee member. We encourage all members to
consider becoming part of the Committaad making
a further contribution to the success of the Club.

] Special Offeri Jaycar Account

Many members of the Sydney Audio Club have a Do
It-Yourselfer lurking somewhere inside themselves.

Those that do will know Sydney institution Jaycar very
well. Jaycar has for many years supported electronics
and audio enthusiasts in Sydney (and other parts of the
country) with a wide range of components, cables,
tools, instruments and other-dads beloved of those
with a secret soldering habit.

As a service tonembers , Sydney Audio Club Inc.

now has a discount trade account with Jaycar
Electronics. This may be used at any Jaycar store for a
Trade Discount. The account is in their computer
system so all you have to do is quote Syelney

Audio Club account. Iftidoes not come up first time,
make sure it has been entered as three separate words.
The account number is HNO00519 if you need it, but
this should not be necessary.

The size of the discount will depend on the type of
products purchased. Discounts rangenf0% to 40%.
Discounts do not apply to
Minimum order $25. Card expires after 3 months of
inactivity, or at the discretion of Jaycar Electronics.

So all youclosetDo-1t-Y ourseffers, take advantage of
this special service to membetsooking forward to
hearing abut the results of your project

John McEvoy

] Special Qpportunity i Bel Canto
S300iuAmplifier

Many of you wil!/| be famil|i
C a n tThisdcompany has introduced a number of
interesting products in recentams, with an emphasis
on Class D amplifiers and digital to analogue
converterYf see this mont hos

a discussion of Class D).

Thanks taMichael Brook at Crave Audio, the Club has
the |loan of one of Bel Ca
amplifiers,the S300u f r om t he compar
series This unithas a number of features that may be

of interest to membeygicluding 150W/Channel of

Class D outputapability, full remote controbnd a

USB DAC built in so you can connect a computer
directlyand play music from your PC.

Fee

The loan arrangement is for the next few months, and
Michael is happy for the unit to be auditioned in home
by any members who are interested in this type of
amplification.

If you would like to borrow the Bel Canto S300iu to
audition, please make
email addressydneyaudioc lub@ optusnet.comtau
arrange pickup or drop off.

con:
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SIG.Net

By John Vandyke

A regular column dedicated to the activities of Special
Interest Groups in the Sydney Audio Club.

SIGnificant Events

Since the last Newslettehe rock, pop and electronic
music SIGand the Classical music Siave been
meeting, sharing their resptive musical interests and
the joy of hearing other

We have also eated a new SIG especially fanyl
enthusiasts. The Vinyl Enthusiasts Special Interest
Group (VESIG for short) has attractadbt of interest,
and the convenor, ChlriCouldrey, is planning to
schedule an inaugural meeting in July. If you would
like to be added to the list of members interested in the
the VESIG, please drop a line to the clubs email
addresssydneyadioclub@ optusnet.com.dul will

then pass on your contact details to Chris and he will
be in contact about the timing and venue for the first
meeting.

On the planning horizon is a Do It Yourself Special
Interest Group. Watch this space for further
information.

Remember e main advantages of participating in
formal S| Gés are:

A You get to meet with other members who share
your specific interestsin a more informal, social
setting

A Your gettogethers are supported and promoted by
the Club

A The club can helto promote your interests to the
members at large

A Your official meetings
insurance, and by our statement of objectives,
values and principles

A You can also contribute to the playlists at
subsequent full club meetings

So please consider becoming a convenor of a SIG, and
sharing your enthusiasm with other members of the
Club. If you would like to nominate as a convenor, or
would like more information, or to discuss SIG related
issues, please c o aitaddess:
sydneyaudioclub@optusnet.com.au

You can also nominate whether you would like to join
anyoftheal r eady established

me

Classical Music SIG Convenor:Keith Morris

The Classical Music SIG has met twice since the last
newsletter. A very keen group of classical music
enthusiasts congregat®d a
March for an evening of r
full bloom. Most recently, aery pleaseant evening

was had at John McYENooyo6s
report from the March mee"
something about the May meeting in the next

Newsletter. .

member sd systems

Rock/Pop/Electronic MusiSIGT Convenor:John
Vandyke

The Rock, Pop and Electronic Music SIG (we have to
think of a better name for this) has met four times
since the last newsletter (my how time flies when you
are having fun).

The meetings were all themed, and the participants all
contributed with interestg selections.

16th February 2008- Theme: Stuff you should

have heard but probably haveithe SIG was held

at John Vandykeds place.
some rather special sausages out on the back
terrace, we retired to the listening room to sample

a wide variety of musical styles and artists from
around the world.

An interesting featurefehis evening was a
comparison between two very different low
powered amplifiers. One was a single ended triode
design by Earle Weston (300B based) and the
other was a bijou class D design by Trends Audio.
All present agreed that the Class D design was
remarkably good, given its $200iprice tag
compared with the 10 times more expensive valve
design. Clarity and detail were the hallmarks of the
class D, fluidity and timl%re were the stren?ths of .
ar ®a SRy €T ed y the CTubd

S

s | détgMarch 2008- Theme: Favourite Guitarists

Your friendly neighbourhood convenor was
unavailable for this meeting, however by all
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reports a rollicking good time was had chez John
Fisher. | understand that the hospitality was much
appreciated, as was the opportunity to explore a
range of differenexpaents of the axeAs the

night wore on, some of the selections tended more
towards the fAepicodo end of |
too was embraced by the participants with glee.
Thanks John.

19th April 2008- Theme: British Artists. Back to
Su h e ndrcainApsland i waas interesting
to revisit his alreadympressive system after some
further substantial tweaking (if you can call
thousands of dollars of further expenditure ‘
itweakingo.) Much attent
cables, including cable dressiagd judicious

application of ferrite beads designed to remove

radio frequency grunge from the signal. But the

most significant change has come from the

installation of a PS Audio power regeneration

system, The improvement has been very

impressive. Suhendrand s system now h
level of transparency and integration from top to

bottom. It times like a marching band and has

image definition and depth in spades

—

We also had the opportunity to compare some fine
vinyl and digital recordings at this memgi, with

the temporary incorporation of my Project
Perspective/Garrott Brother P87/Link 50 vinyl
front end into Suhendran
unit. The results were, as usual, very interesting,

with some really nice sounds coming from both

vinyl and CDfront ends. Heartbreaker, from Led
Zeppelin 1l was very impressive on a Classic
Records 180g pressing, as was Steve Winwood

from Back in the High Life Again, this time on a
bogstandard Australia commerciprlessing from

20 years ago. The jury was out tghuon more

recent recordings that were originally mastered on
Digtaliand Suhendranés Cary
very fine device, extracting the most from every
silver disk it was fed. Thanks for a great night,
Suhendran.

17th May 2008- Theme: The 806 Stan Hunter
reports on this meeting, which was back at John
Vs place:

Saturday, 17 May 2008 saw the meeting of the
Rock, Pop and Electronic SIG diehards at John
Vandyke's place for an 80's focus on the music.
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course, a night cap or Porcupine Tree to put some
contemporary context to the evening's music.

The pizza debael(wrong order delivered!) only
gave another minor obstacle for the diehards to
savour on the evening.

Then theraverethe patient lessons in-filaudio

We were treated to John's Yam&uavo 1 101 for Stan.

speakersProject Perspectivieirntable Quad CDP Slowly but surely, you will all make an audiophile
Il CD player, loarBel CantoDAC andBel Canto out of this music lover.

integrated, as well as the Channel Islands Audio

monoblocks and a Neoversampling DAC from My thanksto John and Suhendran for a lovely

Taiwan. These components wenxed and evening.

matched for maximum efféc The vinyl v digital
debate was a feature of the nighs eveii editor]
with a number of A/B comparisons of tracks, with
the usual range of views traded with convivial
fervour.

Remember these dates for the remaining
Rock/ Pop/ Electronic Music
the year.

A 21st June 2008Theme: Progressive Rock
A 19th July 2008 Theme: Soul and RR

A 16th August 2008 Theme: European Artists
A

20th September 2008Theme: Favourite Male
singer/songwriters

A 18th October 2008 Theme: Jazz/Funk
Crossover

A 15th November 2008Theme: The Nougthties
- new music

In addition, we are planning a special $t@eting in
January 2009 focused on Australian music and artists.

To join theRock/Pop/Electronic MusiSIG mailing
list, drop me an email at
sydnevaudioc lub@ optusnet.com.au

See you at the nerteeting.
John Vandyke

¢ — DG

Favourite artists on the night included: AC/DC,
Angelique Kidjo, Stephen Cummings, Talk Talk,
and Real Life. Remember all of them? ...and of
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Meeting Reporti

February 2008

This meeting was a blast from the past, courtesy of
member Otto Major, whose passion for the original
Quad electrostatic knows no bounds. Otto not only
enjoys these speakers, but has for some years ofered
modificationservice which significantly upgradehe
treble panels for improved power handling and
extension.

Otto brought along a suitably crafted system, and for
the first time, the Club experienced a vingrit end at
our monthly meeting, comprisirgs Linn LP12
turntable fitted with the FR12 tearm and the Denon
103 moving coil cartridge

Otto is also a diedrd valve aficionado ammbwered
the speakers with his classic LUX CL35 valve
preamplifier and the LUX MQ3600 35 watt valve
power amp.

And to complete an outstanding contributias,the
guest presenteOttoplayedLPs from his vast
collection.

A more modern touch was added with the is@n of
John Vandy kCOP lbas dp alkerdative 9
front end. This allowed a few direct comparisons
between vinyl and CD versions of the same rangsd
(selection provided by John McEvoy and John
Vandyke).

Setting up the Quads was a bit stressful at the
beginning.

First on the flooir no goodi too low for the majority
of members attending to hear them to good effect.

Next on tables some 2.5 ffedm the floori treble
clarity much bettethoughout the roorbut much
reduced bass.

Finally, on chairs (1.5 feetff the groundlthis was
considered the best compromisstill beautifully clear
with better baserhaps not the most stable of
platforms but the Quads have a fair amount of mass,
providing their own stability in this position.

Ottod Quad ESL5%&peakers werdtted with his own
treble/ mid 6Superpanel Mk
panels. We heard these speakers in that configuration

6en emasfsor the first ti me.
Figaro 6excerpts werei, to
6l ike being therebod.

The verdicton the vinyl/CDcomparisonsas mixed as
to which sounded the bettdreetests were done and
the audience, myself included, thought that the CD
version sounded better tmo recordingsand the vinyl
sounded better on the other one.

The comparisorrecordings were not necessarily
chosen because of their audiophile pretentioos,
rather because they were readily availailboth
formatsat short notice.

1 ColdPlayfi P a r a cwasubetieromCD

T Miles Davis wasbetierdbn o f B
vinyl
1T Air AiMoon Safario was

Interestingly, this finding corresponded with the
original source recording being either analogue or
digital. It would be interesting to pursue this
correlation in a future meeting.

Otto spoke eloguently about the Quads, and about his
modifications. He reminded the meeting that the Quad
576s had recently been gi"
product of all time by the controversial British/US
reviewer Ken Kessler.
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He also describedhé impact of his modifications to
the treble panels, and even shared with us one of his
favourite demo recording for assessing tweeter
performancé you guessed, it was a recording of bird
noises!

) 0004 EETTEE
S R |

The list of vinyls played by Otto was as follows:

1 Excerps from the 1961 EMI recording of
Mozart's "The Marriage of Figaro",
Philharmonia Orchestra and Chorus/ Carlo
Maria Giulini

1 Excerps from the very early stereo recordings
of Decca from their Phase 4 stereo recording
of "lItaly", Roger Laredo and his Orchestra

1 Tracks from the "Big Band Sound of Sid
Ramin", early 1966 RCA Dynagroove
recording,

9 Tracks from Dick Schory's Percussion Pops
Orchestra recorded in 1963, RCA Living
Stereo Record,

9 Tracks from the 1979 CBS recording of Pink
Floyd "The Wall".

These vere all analgue recordings, coming from kP

The consensusf opinion atthe meeting was

extremely goodand Otto received a tumultuous round
of applause for his efforts in bringing his unigue sound
to the Club

| should add that his offsider Chris, whame are

hoping to encourage to join the club in the near future,
has a great deal to do with the very special sound of
these Super Quads.

Keith Morris

Otto Major

] Marooned in Space

If you were marooned in space with only 60 minutes of oxygen
left, whatmusic would you choose to pass your last hour with?

Her e 0 s ithéwedo yolnavengtart making a
decision about your last hour of musical enjoyment?
From a lifetime of favourites,

OKT the answer is obvious pure unadulterated self
indulgence! This is not a time to be nit picking about

the best recording of this, or the finest interpretation of
that. |l tds what curls youl

So, I 6m going to gnerwalt wi
inspiring, all encompassing and ... very long. The 1971
album by Yes, fAClose to t
ambitious albums in rock music histofymust have

listened to the title track 26800 times since it was
released, and am still findinigings to marvel at.

Bill Bruford is the classic jazz rock drummier
polyrhythmic, fast but highly expressive. Chris Squire
manages not just to underpin the melody, but also
carries some of the most important parts of the melody
line in the bass. Steve ke kicks off the track with

one of the great guitar solos of all time.

And Rick Wakeman has not yet become a grumpy old
mani his contribution is largely understated and the
Hammond organ solo in the third movement is
something to behold. OK, John Andenéovoice is
angelic but his lyrics are diabolically incoherént
execrable new age gobbledy gook. But the lyrics are
not the point with this one (think most nineteenth
century song lyrics and get the idejetentious

Hell Yeah!

Only problem with this is
the first track! Now the challenge is even bigger.

To follow this | need something equally monumental,
but not quite so blowhard.
Mu z a k otheR0O2atbhumAn Absentia is just the

thingT | love the 14/4 time signature used for much of
this track, and Gavin Har |
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